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Preface 

 
 

Ever since the existence of human beings slightly more than two million years ago, the natural 
environment has offered numerous settings for human beings to set-up their homes starting with 

physical natural shelters in caves to the modern settlements in mega-cities. Presently, there are still 

millions of people living in caves, but enjoying a number of modern urban facilities. 
 

Urbanisation process since the middle of last century has brought about unplanned destruction of our 
precious ecosystems. Projections indicate that within the next half century, two-thirds of humanity will 

be living in towns and cities; and most of these will  live in towns and cities of developing regions of 

Asia, Africa and Latin America.  Such rapid growth in both human population and their habitats will 

certainly pose added challenges in managing changes brought about to the environment. 
 

Development of human habitat has more often than not leads to environmental changes that requires 

further thoughts and actions as to how to manage them. The World Urban Forum 4 held in Nanjing, 

China a few years ago, called for harmonious development and harmonious urbanisation. As a holistic 
approach it entails the synchronization and integration of physical, economical, environmental, 

cultural, political, historical and social aspects. 

 

Presently, environmental issues have continuously gained interests from the public, academia and the 

relevant authorities in line with the agenda to increase the quality of life and to achieve sustainable 
development. Improvement of quality of life is deeply rooted in human habitat development and the 

utilisation of the physical environment. This conference on human habitat and environment in the 

Malay World gives the participants the opportunity to meet and discuss a broad range of issues related 

to the conference theme: human habitat and environmental transformation. 
 

The editors would like to thank the authors of the papers, Institute of the Malay World and Civilisation 

(ATMA), the National University of Malaysia, Environmental Management Society (EMS) Malaysia, 

the organising Committee and those who have contributed to make the Conference and the publication 

of the proceedings possible. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

This study starts from a curiosity to the poverty alleviation program by the government, nearly 
every agency has a poverty alleviation program and a variety of research results, but results have 

not shown a success. This means that poor people remain poor. When evaluated and analyzed 

where lies the fault of poverty alleviation programs by the government.            This study wanted to 
learn how the poor in trying to alleviate their own poverty. This study highlights the alleviation of 

poverty from the perspective of the poor themselves, because the desires and needs of the poor, he 

was the one who knows better. The study results show that the poor still need the help of other 

parties such as government or any party who wants to help, but the most appropriate assistance is 
assistance in accordance with the needs and abilities of the poor.Help that needed include: Skills 

that are tailored to the willingness of the poor, all the informants agreed that the poor were given 
skill training. Most choose to trade and workshop. 

Key words: Urban Poverty 

  
  

INTRODUCTION 

 

Indonesia recently completed the economic crisis and is now gradually recovering, but the impact 
of poverty is still a lot. Indonesia has recently managed to become one of the middle-income 

developing countries. Indonesia has undergone a major transformation in the socio-political 

development of a vibrant democracy, decentralization of governance and transparency are much 
broader than in the past (World Bank Institute 2002). 

Poverty alleviation is one of the government program is a priority and most urgent efforts in 

Indonesia. Indonesia’s people mostly live with income less than U.S. $ 2 per day. Poverty, is not 

apart from the methodological crisis of the concept of poverty measurement and qualitative 
dimensions of welfare (Bambang 1997). In Indonesia, poverty is a major issue, especially since the 

economic crisis in mid-1997, especially in urban poverty, its a homework that is not light for us all 

and should find a way out immediately. 
In urban areas, the issue of poverty is growing. The analysis result  of media agency 

research and development group, presents an interesting phenomenon, which shows the 

development of indicators of urban poverty that followed the standard poverty line of Central 
Bureau of Statistics in rupiah per capita per month by referring to the food and not food. A major 

social phenomenon in Indonesia occurs when the monetary crisis that brought the impact of the 

prolonged economic crisis. the problem of poverty is very prominent especially associated with the 

economic structure (Ashaluddin 2007). 
Poverty in the city appeared not only because of inability of people to access economic 

resources, but it cause by  tendency of poverty is from the inability of the poor to help themselves 

meet needs. Inability to not having access, lack of experience, no capital, are lazy and do not know 
or less information. Some of them are already trying hard, but many see the constraints so the poor 



 

is failed. here the role of government, private sector and the rich with a variety of programs to help 
alleviate poverty (Azam 2007). 

Various studies have been conducted by experts associated with poverty, among studies 

from Hairi Abdullah on "Chickens in the Barn die Hunger, ducks thirst to the Dead at Water" study 
was conducted in Malaysia for the poor and low income groups (Hairi Abdullah 1984). 

Surtahman kastin Hassan, edited by Chamhuri Siwar and Nor Aini Hj. Idris, review of 

"Poverty Alleviation in Islamic Perspective" which in essence we need to be integrated to solve 
poverty (Chamhuri Siwar and Nor Aini Haji  Idris 2003). 

Chamhuri Siwar in his study on "Poverty alleviation in the city and the Financial Crisis: 

Issues, Problems Prospects and Challenges", edited by Nor Aini haji Idris and Chamhuri Siwar, in 

his book "Poverty and the informal sector in Malaysia" (Chamhuri Siwar and Nor Aini Haji Idris 
2003). 

Sujianto study about city government policy in urban Poverty alleviation, a study site in 

Dumai city. But the results have not shown success (Sujianto 2009). Bagong Suyatno edit the 
writings essentially examines how efforts to alleviate poverty in Indonesia from various angles 

studies (Bagong Suyanto 1995). 

Scientific studies have been conducted from various angles, but there are still rare studies 

examined the Poverty Assessment from the point of the poor themselves. The reason, various 
programs have been conducted, but the poor still remains a lot. It is pointed out that poor people 

themselves are not trying to get out from poverty. In the Village Limbungan number of poor 

households is 291 families are scattered in the 10 Pillars of Citizens (RW). 
  

CONCEPT OF POVERTY 

 
The impact of crises and poverty are not necessarily handled immediately are: (1) The high socio-

economic burden to be borne by society, (2) Poor quality and productivity of human resources, (3) 

The low active community participation in various development activities, (4) the decline of public 

order and tranquility of society, (5) the decline in public confidence in the bureaucracy in 
providing public service, and (6) the possibility of a deterioration of the quality of future 

generations. 

Poverty is really a multidimensional problem. In the strategic plan stated that the poverty 
dimensions of poverty include the four main things, namely: (1) lack of opportunity, 2) lack of 

ability, (3) the lack of collateral, and (4) powerlessness. Poverty can mean lack of ability to meet 

the needs of commodities in general that is limited to a group of commodity options (Watts 1968). 
World Bank (2002), "poverty is pronounced deprivation in well-being" which well-being 

can be measured by one's own wealth, health, nutrition, education, assets, housing, and certain 

rights in a society such as freedom of speech. According to Central Bureau of Statistics, poverty is 

living conditions of deprivation experienced by a person or household, that can not reach the 
minimum requirement for a decent life. Poverty is also understood as a situation where a society is 

found in “a local situation of acces to resources, productive assets, and incoming resulting in state 

of material deprivation”. This means that lack of resources, assets and earning a decent income 
resulted in a state of deficiency in the presence of individuals or households. Poverty is a lack of 

opportunities, powerlessness and vulnerability. 

Definition and a more complete understanding of poverty in the sense of reality in 

accordance with conceptually clear and presented by  Chambers (1987). According to Robert 
Chambers, the core of the problem of poverty lies in the so-called “deprivation trap” or poverty 

trap. In detail, the deprivation trap consists of five elements, namely: (1) poverty itself, (2) physical 

weakness, (3) alienation or isolation levels, (4) susceptibility, and (5) powerlessness. The five 
elements are often interrelated with each other, so it is a poverty trap that is really dangerous and 

deadly life chances of poor people or families. 

  

MEASUREMENT OF POVERTY 

 

The size of the current Poverty in Indonesia officially, that is the size of the poverty created by the 

Central Bureau of Statistics (BPS). BPS poverty line is the number of rupiahs required by each 
individual to be able to pay for the equivalent of 2,100 calories of food per person per day and non-



 

food needs of housing, clothing, health, education, transportation, and miscellaneous goods and 
services. 

The size of the poor by the Central Bureau of Statistics refers to the need 

everyday life, which include:                                                                                                             
1. Floor area of house <8 meters / person                                                                             

2. Floor boards or floor made of soil                                                                                      

3. Roofs made of thatch or the leaves of the former zinc                                            
4. Walls made of boards or walls without plaster                                                           

5. Not have a toilet                                                                                                      

6. Not electrified.                                                                                                                     

  7. Fuel for cooking using wood or kerosene.                                               
8. Consumption of meat once or never in 1 (one) week.                                   

  9. Do not have medical expenses.                                                                                   

10.Education head of household only finished Lower School.                                            
11. Family income of $ US 60,00 / month. 

 

Sajogyo and Pudjiwati Sajogyo, given the size of poverty in the city based on the 

conversion of rice consumption per person / year, into three, namely: Poor: 640 Kilograms / person 
/ year.Once the poor: 540 Kilograms / person / year. Most poor: 480 Kilograms / person / year 

(Sajogyo and Pudjiwati Sajogyo in Alfian 1980). Size is converted to the value of dollar US/month. 

For the current price of medium quality rice (standard) 1 Kilogram price $ US 0.9 
  

ALTERNATIVE TO OVERCOME POVERTY 

 
Bagong Suyatno put 4 (four) to be done to improve the standard of living of the poor, namely: 

First, attempt to reduce the dependence of the other party. Second, attempt to obtain relief for 

venture capital. Third, pricing policies for the poor. Fourth, seek to develop the ability to have the 

skills and expertise (Bagong 1995) 
Sutinah suggested strategy to alleviate poverty, there are 4 (four) strategies must be 

developed, namely:                                                                                              

1.  Social networks that form of cooperation to full fill the life needs.                  
2.  Strategies to over come difficulties is to diversify sources effort  to increase  revenue.  

3.  Strategies to face the future is to save, follow skills training,  in accordance with market needs.  

   4.  Life-saving strategy, by adjusting the diet, and consumptive spending patterns (Bagong 1995). 
 

Poverty alleviation  should be developed through a wide variety of ways, including:  

1.  Use of zakat for Muslims or contribute to non- Muslims to help eradicate poverty.    

2.  Participation of the rich to help alleviate poverty.                                                              
3.  Communities around the dwelling of the poor,  cooperate together  turns to help 

  alleviate  poverty. 

  
POOR EFFORT AT ALLEVIATING POVERTY 

Poverty that occurred in the village Limbungan until now, basically has been attemted by the city 

government through various programs, such as: Rice for Poor program (Raskin), direct cash 

assistance (BLT), the Community Health Insurance (Jamkesmas), the Regional Health Insurance 
(Jamkesda). But poverty is still not being resolved. It is assumed that the receipt of aid is not 

utilized properly and no government assistance provided in accordance with the wishes and the 

numbers are too small, so that help is only a moment (Balitbang Prov.Riau 2007) 
The informant gave the following explanation of the assistance received from government and 

opinion about the efforts that have been made to improve their lives. 

 
MEETING THE NEEDS OF RICE 

 

Government efforts to distribute rice to the poor in the village Limbungan, has been carried out 

each year to 291 poor families, which were distributed by the administrative officer designated by 
the poor villages to distribute rice to poor households. From the description from the officer each 



 

household earn as much as 26 kg of rice. Poor rice distribution by information are experiencing 
delays or being late from the schedule should be, even until now no shared of poor rice Informant 

responses to the distribution of rice, all informants felt very pleased to have the distribution of rice, 

especially now that shared the rice is rice from Thailand, although sometimes delayed. Because the 
price of rice in the market continued to rise and being unreached by the poor. 

Poor rice (Raskin) assessed can’t help alleviate poverty , because its only help the people 

of the famine  temporary. In other words we besides assistance that already provided, we have to 
give the assistance that can arouse the poor to try or working (Central Bureau of Statistics.  2007). 

  

  RESIDENTIAL 

 
The house is an important part for human beings, every human being must have a permanent 

residence as a member of the community. 80 percent of the informants already had residence 

(home) himself, although his house is belonging to an emergency condition. That is a simple wall 
from board , tin-roofed and cement floors. Although classified as less worthy, but the informant 

was very grateful to had a place to live. For those who do not have their own house, they had been 

renting a home simple and affordable. 

  
OCCUPATION 

 

In Limbungan Village poor are generally working in the informal sector in particular sub-sectors 
such as trade in petty trading, selling vegetables, selling cake, selling herbs, etc. Also working in 

the sub-sectors of services such as : a worker, a builder, craftsman furniture, laundry and scrubbing 

clothes a well as a domestic servant. Informants job in this sector provide less adequate income, 
which ultimately the work is helped to sustain poverty and not to improve their lives. So that 

informants remain poor. Informants wish there was a better job, which can increase their income. 

  

CAPITAL GRANT FOR BUSINESS 
 

Provision of venture capital for the poor and skills training is an informant wishes to get out of the 

cycle of poverty. Because of the poor generally do not have skills that can be used to earn money. 
The poor are need help of skill, such as : sewing skills, putting on makeup (beauty salon), making 

cookies, etc., and carpentry training, workshop for men. 

Expected after they  have the business skills and capital likely to increase the income and get the 
poor out of poverty. Venture capital can be obtained from anywhere, apart from the government, 

the poor also can get venture capital from wealthy people or from management of zakat mal 

money. 

A sample informants who worked odd jobs (sometimes carpenter, a builder, so sometimes 
labor), the informant actually have skills in the field of manufacturing of household furniture, such 

as: wardrobe, bed, dresser, etc.. But because they do not have the capital so they can’t open a 

business. 
SKILLS TRAINING 

 

The skills in demand by the poor in the limbungan village, by informants is a skill that is easy to do 

but make money fast. For example: For the housewife, the skills to make various types of food, the 
ingredients are easily available, affordable, many consumers  

and marketing easy. For fathers are much in demand is a skill that can sustain family life. For 

example: fish farming skills in the pool, workshop and trade. 
Supported with adequate equipment, then the activity can be implemented. For example: 

people who wish to pursue the skills to sell food such as fried food, then in addition besides to 

training people how to create a variety of fried foods, but also need assistance in the form of 
venture capital money to purchase merchandise and equipment like stoves, pots, wheelbarrows, 

etc. skill and money capital is a package to help the poor are can’t separated from one another. This 

is what we need to be developed to overcome poverty. 

  
MANAGEMENT TRAINING FOR FAMILY 



 

 
Management training to poor families desperately need to be done, because most do not understand 

the management, because the future to improve the economy of poor families, it must improve its 

management. The success of economic reforms will be useless if not followed by improvement 
management. 

Family management training include: recording of the money comes in and money going 

out, saving the use of spending money, set aside some profit (savings) and then to increase working 
capital. All informants expressed are willing to follow the family management training improve 

their lives. 

  

CONCLUSION 
 

Poverty alleviation will be successful if all the component helping poor people to unite and work 

together. if it can’t unite and work together, poverty won’t be able to overcome forever. Study of 
poverty from the perspective of the poor themselves. Useful to complement to the study that had 

been done by combining the various studies, poverty would be overcome.Poverty reduction can be 

done by providing training skills as the poor wish, just like trade skills training, workshop, 

carpentry, cooking and family management. 
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