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Abstract 
 

This research aimed to find out the reading achievement of second year students in 

reading narrative, descriptive, and recount text and to find out whether or not there is a 

significant difference in reading achievement between the female and male students. The 

subjects were 25 females and 25 males of second year students of SMP N 2 Singkep. The 

research instrument used in collecting the data is a reading test in form of multiple choices. 

The data found were analyzed by using t-test. The results showed that from 50 students, 

there were 10 students (20%) considered into Good to Excellent level. Next, 26 students 

(52%) considered into Average to Good. Then, there were 10 students (20%) considered 

into Poor to Average. The rest of them, 4 students (8%) were considered into Poor level. 

Finally, the writer found that the students’ ability was classified in Average to Good level 

and there was no significant difference between the female and male students, in 5% level 

significant, tt = 2.01, 1% level significant, tt = 2.68. It can be seen: 2.01 > 1.99 < 2.68. 

Because t0 or tobs that writer computed was 1.99, meanwhile tt = 2.01 and 2.68, it accepted 

the null hypothesis because t0 or tobs was lower than tt or t critical.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 Reading cannot be separated in our life if we do not want to be left behind in term 

of information. It is a sort of activity in which a reader needs to understand about what ideas 

that the writers want to convey. So, reading is very important for us in adding knowledge. 

 According to Harmer (1990:1) in Ferdalina (2009:6), reading is an exercise 

dominated by eyes and brain. The eyes receive messages and the brain is functioned to 

work out the significance of these messages and require the students to read for meaning. 

 Reading is one of four skills of English subject that should be studied in School 

Based Curriculum for Junior High School. For second year students, they have to study 

about descriptive, recount and narrative text in semester 1 and 2. In this research, the writer 

would focus on the students’ reading ability of those three texts since the SMP N 2 students 

have studied about that.  

Generally, female and male students study in the same class. There is no sex 

segregation in treatment. There is also no consideration of the sex background. Therefore, 

there is no sex segregation in the classroom that brings about different success in learning 

achievement of the sex group. (Afrizona, 2011:2).  

On the contrary, there was a journal investigated by Xin Xiong entitles “A 

Comparative Study of Boys’ and Girls’ English Study Differences”. It emphasizes the 

point of English Educational Psychology and from it we can see that the motivation factor, 

ability factor and intellect factor affect the students’ English learning most. The total of 

sample in this study is 105 male and 105 female of middle school boy and middle school 

girl. The researcher used questionnaires (to know the motivation difference), made 

comparison English study performance (to know the ability difference) and intelligence test 

(to know the intellect difference). The research finding shows that the female students 

performed better than male students in that all aspect. In conclusion, from the comparison 

of the male and female motivation factor, ability factor, and intelligence factor, they have 

obvious gender differences and all these factors affect the English learning. (ISSN 1798-

4769, JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH, Vol.1, No.3, pp. 309-

312, May 2010) 

When the writer interviewed the English teacher in SMP Negeri 2 Singkep, the teacher 

said that the female students performed better than male students while reading English 

Texts. Perhaps, it happened because the female students understand English better than the 

male students. The students’ understanding in studying English has a strong relationship 

with their reading ability because if they understand English, they will get easier to 

understand English written texts as well.   

Based on the description above, the writer was interested in investigating a research 

entitles: “The Reading Ability of Female and Male Students at SMP Negeri 2 Singkep: A 

Comparative Study.” 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This is a comparative research in which the researcher would like to know the 

ability of female and male students by looking at their reading achievement and comparing 

that achievement to find out whether there is a significant difference or not. It also used 

qualitative hypothesis since the researcher wanted to know their ability differences in 

reading narrative, descriptive, and recount text. The population in this research was the 

second year students of SMP N 2 Singkep in academic year 2011/2012. To take sample, the 
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writer used non-random technique by choosing the students from two classes (VIII 1 and 

VIII 2).  In getting the data, the writer used the reading test as an instrument in order to 

know students’ ability in reading narrative, descriptive, and recount text.  

 

The procedures used are as follows:  

1. The writer tried out 30 students of class VIII 3 to know the reliability of test before the 

test given to the samples.  

2. The writer gave the test to the class VIII 1 and VIII 2 and asked them to answer 30 

questions of multiple choice tests in 90 minutes.  

3. Finally, after their answer sheets were collected, the scores were classified to know their 

ability and were analyzed by using t-test to know the significant difference between the 

female and male students. 
 

 

 

 To find out the score of students’ ability, the writer used the table follows:  

 

 

Table 1 
 

No The Classification of Scores Level of Ability 

1. 80-100 Good to Excellent 

2. 60-79 Average to Good 

3. 50-59 Poor to Average 

4. 0-49 Poor 

 

       (Harris, 1974:179) 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The scores of female and male students could be seen as following: 

Table 2 

The Female Students’ Score of Reading Test 

 

The table above shows that the highest score of female students is 90 and the lowest 

score is 57. After that, the mean or average score of female students: 

M1 = ∑ X  

                    N 

 

M1 = 1740 

                   25 

No. Female Students (X1) Correct Answer Score 

1 F1 27 90 

2 F2 24 80 

3 F3 24 80 

4 F4 24 80 

5 F5 24 80 

6 F6 22 73 

7 F7 22 73 

8 F8 22 73 

9 F9 22 73 

10 F10 22 73 

11 F11 22 73 

12 F12 21 70 

13 F13 21 70 

14 F14 21 70 

15 F15 20 67 

16 F16 20 67 

17 F17 20 67 

18 F18 20 67 

19 F19 19 63 

20 F20 19 63 

21 F21 18 60 

22 F22 17 57 

23 F23 17 57 

24 F24 17 57 

25 F25 17 57 
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M1 = 69.6 

 
So, Mean (the average score) of female students (M1) = 69.6. It means that they are 

in average to good level. 

 

Table 3 

The Male Students’ Score of Reading Test 

No. Male Students (X2) Correct Answer Score 

1 F1 28 93 

2 F2 26 87 

3 F3 26 87 

4 F4 26 87 

5 F5 24 80 

6 F6 23 77 

7 F7 21 70 

8 F8 20 67 

9 F9 20 67 

10 F10 20 67 

11 F11 19 63 

12 F12 19 63 

13 F13 18 60 

14 F14 18 60 

15 F15 18 60 

16 F16 17 57 

17 F17 17 57 

18 F18 16 53 

19 F19 15 50 

20 F20 15 50 

21 F21 15 50 

22 F22 13 43 

23 F23 12 40 

24 F24 10 33 

25 F25 10 33 

The table above shows that the highest score of male is 93 and the lowest score is 

33. The mean or average score of male students of SMP N 2 Singkep: 

M2 = ∑ X  
                    N 

M2 = 1554 

                25 

M2 = 62.16 
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So, Mean of male students (M2) = 62.16. It means that they are in average to good 

level. From the data above it can be seen that mean score of female students is 69.60 and 

male students is 62.16. 

To know whether there is any significant difference between the two groups of 

sample, it is necessary to conduct a test of null hypothesis. 

The test used is used t-test as shown in the following formula: 

t0 = M1− M2 

 

 SE M1-M2 

 
Where: 

t0  = t-test 

X  = the mean of student’ score 

M1− M2  = the average score of male (1) and female (2) 

SE M1-M2 = standard error of differences between means. 

Before the t-test is used, the data collected are transformed into other formulas. The 

first formula is to find the mean of each group and standard deviation (SD). The value of 

the mean has been found as follows: 

M1 = 69.60 

M2 = 62.16 

The next is to find the standard deviation both of them (female and male students) 

with the steps below: 

 SD 

-

 

 

Standard deviation of female students: 

Table 4 

The Female Individual Score Deviation in Reading Test at SMP N 2 Singkep 

Female Students X 

 

X 

 

X1 = (X-X) 

 

X1
2
 = (X-X)

2
 

F1 90 69.6 20.4 416.16 

F2 80 69.6 10.4 108.16 

F3 80 69.6 10.4 108.16 

F4 80 69.6 10.4 108.16 

F5 80 69.6 10.4 108.16 

F6 73 69.6 3.4 11.56 

F7 73 69.6 3.4 11.56 
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2 

 

Standard deviation of female students: 

SD1 =   

-

 

SD1 =  

              24 

SD1 =  

SD1 = 8.56 

So, standard deviation of female students is 8.56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F8 73 69.6 3.4 11.56 

F9 73 69.6 3.4 11.56 

F10 73 69.6 3.4 11.56 

F11 73 69.6 3.4 11.56 

F12 70 69.6 0.4 0.16 

F13 70 69.6 0.4 0.16 

F14 70 69.6 0.4 0.16 

F15 67 69.6 -2.6 6.76 

F16 67 69.6 -2.6 6.76 

F17 67 69.6 -2.6 6.76 

F18 67 69.6 -2.6 6.76 

F19 63 69.6 -6.6 43.56 

F20 63 69.6 -6.6 43.56 

F21 60 69.6 -9.6 92.16 

F22 57 69.6 -12.6 158.76 

F23 57 69.6 -12.6 158.76 

F24 57 69.6 -12.6 158.76 

F25 57 69.6 -12.6 158.76 

Total  (X-X)
2
= 1760 
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2 

Standard deviation of male students: 

Table 5 

The Male Individual Score Deviation in Reading Test at SMP N 2 Singkep 

 

Standard deviation of male students: 

SD2 =   

-

 

SD2 =  

                 24 

SD2 =  

SD2 = 16.62 

Male Students X 

 

X 

 

X2 = (X-X) 

 

X2
2
 = (X-X)

2
 

F1 93 62.16 30.84 951.11 

F2 87 62.16 24.84 617.03 

F3 87 62.16 24.84 617.03 

F4 87 62.16 24.84 617.03 

F5 80 62.16 17.84 318.27 

F6 77 62.16 14.84 220.23 

F7 70 62.16 7.84 61.47 

F8 67 62.16 4.84 23.43 

F9 67 62.16 4.84 23.43 

F10 67 62.16 4.84 23.43 

F11 63 62.16 0.84 0.71 

F12 63 62.16 0.84 0.71 

F13 60 62.16 -2.16 4.67 

F14 60 62.16 -2.16 4.67 

F15 60 62.16 -2.16 4.67 

F16 57 62.16 -5.16 26.63 

F17 57 62.16 -5.16 26.63 

F18 53 62.16 -9.16 83.91 

F19 50 62.16 -12.16 147.87 

F20 50 62.16 -12.16 147.87 

F21 50 62.16 -12.16 147.87 

F22 43 62.16 -19.16 367.12 

F23 40 62.16 -22.16 491.07 

F24 33 62.16 -29.16 850.31 

F25 33 62.16 -29.16 850.31 

Total  (X-X)
2
= 6627.48 
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2 2 

 

2 2 

 

2 2 

So, standard deviation of male students is 16.62 

 The next step is to compute the standard error (SE) of the difference between 

means, with the formula as follow: 

 S (M1-M2)  

                 

                   

   =   
  SE = 3.74 

The standard error of the difference mean between female and male students is 3.74. 

 After knowing the Mean (X) and Standard Error (SE) between two means, the 

value is transformed into t-test by using the formula: 

 t0 = M1− M2 

 

    SE M1-M2 

 

  = 69.6 – 62.16 

            3.74 

   = 7.44 

       3.74 

   = 1.99 

 

The last step is to find the number of degree of freedom by using the formula 

below: 

 df  =  (N1+N2) –  

  = (25+25) – 2 

  = 48 

The result of degree of freedom is 48. 

 The number of degree freedom is 48. Based on the critical value table “t” so, the 

critical value of “t” is 2.01 at the 5% or 0.05 level of significant and 2.68 at the 1% or 0.01 

levels significant. In other words, we can say that: 
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 In 5% level significant, tt = 2.01 

 In 1% level dignificant, tt = 2.68 

It can be seen: 2.01 > 1.99 < 2.68 

Because t0 or tobs that writer get is 1.99, meanwhile tt = 2.01 and 2.68, it accepts the 

null hypothesis because t0 or tobs is lower than tt or t critical. It means that there is no 

significant difference in reading skill between the female and male students of SMP N 2 

Singkep. 

The information of the average (mean) score and standard deviation of reading test 

of female and male students can be seen on the following table: 

 

Table 6 

Mean and Standard Deviation of Reading Achievement 

Group N M SD t0 tt 

Female 25 69.6 8.56 1.99 2.01 and 2.68 

Male 25 62.16 16.62   

 

 The table shows that the average score of female students is 69.6 while the average 

score of male students is 62.16. The standard deviation of female students is 8.56 while the 

standard deviation of male students is 16.62 with t0 of female and male students are 1.99. 

For 48 df value is 2.01 in 5% level significant and 2.68 in 1% level significant. 

The writer found out the null hypothesis is accepted because t0 is 1.99 is lower than 

tt 2.01 and 2.68. 

 

Table 7 

The Classification of Female Students’ Ability in Reading Test  

No. Female Students (X1) Correct Answer Score Classification of Ability 

1 F1 30 90 Good to Excellent 

2 F2 24 80 Good to Excellent 

3 F3 24 80 Good to Excellent 

4 F4 24 80 Good to Excellent 

5 F5 24 80 Good to Excellent 

6 F6 22 73 Average to Good 

7 F7 22 73 Average to Good 

8 F8 22 73 Average to Good 

9 F9 22 73 Average to Good 

10 F10 22 73 Average to Good 

11 F11 22 73 Average to Good 
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12 F12 21 70 Average to Good 

13 F13 21 70 Average to Good 

14 F14 21 70 Average to Good 

15 F15 20 67 Average to Good 

16 F16 20 67 Average to Good 

17 F17 20 67 Average to Good 

18 F18 20 67 Average to Good 

19 F19 19 63 Average to Good 

20 F20 19 63 Average to Good 

21 F21 18 60 Average to Good 

22 F22 17 57 Poor to Average 

23 F23 17 57 Poor to Average 

24 F24 17 57 Poor to Average 

25 F25 17 57 Poor to Average 

 

 This table shows that the classification of female students’ ability, where 5 

female students are classified into Good to Excellent level, 16 female students are Average 

to Good and the last 4 students are classified into poor to average level. It also means that 

most female students are classified into Average to Good level. 

 

Table 9 

The Classification of Male Students’ Ability in Reading  

No. Male Students (X2) Correct Answer Score 
Classification of Male 

Students 

1 F1 28 93 Good to Excellent 

2 F2 26 87 Good to Excellent 

3 F3 26 87 Good to Excellent 

4 F4 26 87 Good to Excellent 

5 F5 24 80 Good to Excellent 

6 F6 23 77 Average to Good 

7 F7 21 70 Average to Good 

8 F8 20 67 Average to Good 

9 F9 20 67 Average to Good 

10 F10 20 67 Average to Good 

11 F11 19 63 Average to Good 

12 F12 19 63 Average to Good 

13 F13 18 60 Average to Good 

14 F14 18 60 Average to Good 

15 F15 18 60 Average to Good 

16 F16 17 57 Poor to Good 
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17 F17 17 57 Poor to Good 

18 F18 16 53 Poor to Good 

19 F19 15 50 Poor to Good 

20 F20 15 50 Poor to Good 

21 F21 15 50 Poor to Good 

22 F22 13 43 Poor 

23 F23 12 40 Poor 

24 F24 10 33 Poor 

25 F25 10 33 Poor 

 

 The table above shows the classification of male students’ ability, where 5 

students are classified into Good to Excellent level, 10 students are in Average to Good 

level, 6 students are in Poor to Good, and the last 4 students are classified into Poor level. It 

also means that most male students are classified in Average to Good level. 

 The percentage of the total classification of the students score can be seen as 

follows: 

The formula: 

 

 

With the formula above, the percentages of the total classification of the students 

score can be seen as the figure below: 

 

Figure 1 

The Percentage of Students’ Classification in Reading Achievement 
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 The figure above shows that the percentage ability of students (female and male 

students) in reading achievement is in Average to Good level is highest than others, such as 

Good to Excellent, Poor to Average, and Poor. This also means that female and male 

students’ ability in reading is in Average to Good level. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 The writer conducted this research to know the students’ ability in reading narrative, 

descriptive and recount text and to find out whether or not there was a significant difference 

between the female and male students. Based on the data analysis, the researcher got the 

conclusions as following:  

 The ability of second year students of SMP N 2 Singkep was considered in Average 

to Good level (M= 65.88)  

 The female students’ achievement was higher than male students’ achievement. We 

could see from the Mean Score (M1>M2= 69.60>62.16)  

 The highest score of the male students was 93 and the lowest score was 33. 

 The highest score of the female students was 90 and the lowest score was 57. 

 Although the female students’ reading achievement was higher than the male one, 

there was no significant difference between them. It was proved statistically by the 

value of tobs is lower than critical value (tt) in this research. t0bs = 1.99 is lower than tt 

= 2.01 and 2.68, (2.01>1.99<2.68) 

 

SUGGESTION 

  In line with the conclusion, the writer would like to give some suggestions as 

follows: 

 

- The reading score of the students of SMP N 2 Singkep have not been maximal since 

there are only some students who could pass the test based on the Criteria of 

Minimum Standard (75). So, they should study English more and more. In this case, 

if they have understood about English language, they are supposed to get easier in 

comprehending texts in English. Commonly, the students who have a good reading 

comprehension also have a good reading achievement. 

 

- It is better to consider that school boys and school girls are importantly formed in 

Indonesia in term of separating classes to female and male students for study. It 

should be done because they have different ways of study, motivation, ability, 

intellectual, and interest. Hence, the teachers only focus on each. Particularly for 

reading subject, the teacher can choose their techniques of teaching reading based on 

what the researchers found better to apply whether for the male students or for female 

students. 
 

- In addition, the researcher hopes that this research finding can be guidance for others. 

There are no perfect scientific researches in this world because new theories always 

appear together with the development of sciences. So, the researcher really hopes that 

the next researchers will find many new interesting things to investigate as well. 
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