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ABSTRACT 

The Cham people now living in Cambodia are descendants of the once famous kingdom of Champa 
(192-1835). Champa is part of the present day Vietnam. In Cambodia the Cham dwell in many types of 
houses which are called the "One, two or three ... roof houses". The largest is the "Seven roof houses" 
usually built by and for the well to do families. Other types of the Cham houses are known as Sang Pet, 
Sang Ketang and Gaiy Sang. The objective of this paper, which is a series of my research writing on 
the Cham houses in Cambodia, is to give a brief description of the types of the houses mentioned 
above and the description of the Habitat of the so called "boat people", people living in "gaiy sang, 
house boat" which differs from the "boat house" meant for housing racing boats. The focus will be on 
the living habitat of the families living all their lives on gaiy sang raising up their children and what will 
hold for the future of their offspring. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Malay-Cham of cambodia is the combination of two people from the 
same linguistic origin, the Austronesian, earlier on known as the Malaya-Polynesian. 
The Malay are the descendants of the people from Malay Kingdoms of the Malay 
Archipelago, whereas the Cham are descendants of the Champa people who as 
earlier as the 15th century migrated to the welcoming lad of Cambodia; a few more 
migrations in big number of them continued to come and made Cambodia their home 
since. 

Due to their Austronesian linguistic family they could easily get together and 
form a community known as Cham-Chvea and later Khmer Islam. As we all know the 
Cham were one of the earliest people who had built their dwellings. The first 
dwellings were probably for protection against the weather and animals in a 
generally hostile environment. These can be said to be natural shelters, and later 
they were more developed and sophisticated. To build them, the Malay-Cham of the 
present day Cambodia had know-how which is passed on to the younger 
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