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ABSTRACT 

This article deals with the changes in the habitat of the Petalangan Malay in the Pelalawan District, 
Riau, Indonesia. This article will describe and analyze the changes in the Petalangan habitat which 
came about as a result of the implementation of development programs by the government of Indonesia 
and of the Riau Province. It focuses on the aspects of communication and transportation, settlement 
patterns, demography, and livelihood. In the contemporary socioeconomic context of Indonesia and 
Malaysia, the phrase "the continuous struggle of human beings in their quest of achieving better quality 
of life", which is one of the objectives of this seminar, can be understood as "development." Thusly, the 
title of this article is "The Impact of development on the Petalangan habitat. • 
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THE PETALANGAN MALAY 

Petalangan is one of the first Austronesian groups in Riau. The others are 
Orang Talang Mamak in lndragiri Hulu, Orang Laut-Duano in lnderagiri Hilir, Orang 
Talang Sakai in Bengkalis, Orang Talang Bonai in Rokan Hilir, dan Orang Akit in 
Rupat (Rab 2002).1 The Petalangan is the most advanced among these groups and 
the population is dispersed throughout several village communities in the District of 
Pelalawan. 

The term •petalangan" stems from the word "talang" which means •small 
hamlet in the fringe of the forest" (quoted from W.J.S. Poerwadarrninta 1966 by 
Hamidy 2005). The Petalangans are thus the inhabitants of the forest hamlet. Such 
pattern of settlement is related to their main economic activity which is shifting 
cultivation. 

According to Yoonhee Kang (2005), a Yale-educated Korean anthropologist, 
the Petalangans are hardly known in Riau. In fact, when we visited the department of 
Social Welfare in the District Office of Pangkalan Kerinci in 2012, noone there knew 
about the Petalangans. 

1 The terms Talang Bonai and Talang Sakai are quoted from Tenas Effendy (1988). Tenas 
Effendy sometimes interchange the term Orang Petalangan with Orang Talang (Effendy 
2002). 
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