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ABSTRACT 

Environment strongly influences human life. Environment would determine the form of human 
cultureand has influenced the survival af human life. Orang Seletar, like other people af Orang L.aut 
puts theirlife in ocean environment that formed a unique culture. Their lifestyle is really different from 
the peopleliving in mainland. From the ethnoarchaelogical fieldwork, it showed that Orang Seletar is a 
maritimecommunity based on their adaptation to their environment af mangroves, sea shore and 
sea. Thisadaptation has influenced their culture and could be seen in their settlement and economic 
pattern, typesof dietary and subsistence, material culture and their belief system. This article will 
discuss howenvironment has influenced the culture of Orang Seletar. The discussion consists of the 
environmentadaptation on the types of economic patterns, dietary and subsistence, material culture and 
their beliefsystem. The research was conducted through archeological surveys, ethnographic fieldwork 
and dataanalyses. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Orang Seletar is one of the 3 Orang Laut groups in the Malay Peninsula 
besides Orang Duana and Orang Kanaq. They can be found mostly along Tebrau 
Straits or Johor Straits and often called as "sea gypsies" in the ear1ier literature 
(Carey 1976:277). They are unique compared to other Orang Asli groups because 
they spend their entire life living in houseboats. With the houseboats, they live and 
sail in mangroves, sea shores and sea environments's along the coast of southern 
Johor and the islands of Singapore (Mariam 2002:278). Today, they have 
abandoned their houseboats nomadic life and living sedentry lives along mangrove 
areas towards sea shore. There are B Orang Seletar's settlements in Johor Bahru. 
They build houses made from mangroves wood on water. This type of house is also 
known as pile settlements (Plate 1 ). 
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