
.,.. International Seminar on 
ECOWGY, HUMAN HABJTAT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE IN THE MALil.Y WORLD 

Pekanbaru, Riau., INDONESIA, 19-20 August 2014 

The Role of Extension Towards Empowering Independent 
Smallholder Farmers of Oil Palm Plantation 

in Riau Province, Indonesia 

Rosnita\ Arifudin', Roza Yulida\ & Suardi Tarumun1 

1
) Faculty of Agriculture Riau University, Jl. Bins Widya Simpang Baru Pekanbaru, 

Riau 28293, Indonesia 
arif_udin@yahoo.com 

ABSTRACT 

The objective of the study is to know the influence of extension's role toward empowerment of 
independent smallholder farmers of oil palm. This study was used explanation's research, whereas 180 
independent smallholder farmers of oil palm were taken as repondents by disproposionate stratified 
random sampling in three districts in Riau Province, Indonesia: Kampar, Rokan Hulu, and lndragiri Hilir. 
Stuructural Equation Modelling was used to analyze the data. The results showed that the 
empowerment of farmers significantly influenced by the role of dissemination, facilitation, supervision, 
and monitoring and evaluation, while the education's role does not affect to the empowerment of 
farmers. Therefore, the role of extension education needs to be improved through knowledge transfer of 
extension. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Agricultural extension is one of the necessary, facilitating the development of 
agriculture (Mardikanto cit Mosher, 2009), while its recommendation is addressing 
the social impacts of oil palm plantations. WWF also states that strengthen farmer 
extension services to improve smallholder 0/'JWF, 2011). So it can be said that the 
role of education in plantation activities is very important. In fact, in Riau, activity of 
extension still has not received serious attention by the government. Conditions 
alignments extension of plantation is still lacking, which only became small part of 
the extension of staple food, although the new agricultural extension policy be 
polyvalent extension. 

Typology of smallholder farmers can be divided into two forms, firstly is the 
farmers who became a partner for the state and private plantation, called Nucleus 
Estate Smallholder (NES) farmers, secondly is the people who own oil palm 
plantation independently, called Independent Smallholder farmers. However, the 
production of oil palm of NES is better than independent smallholder, in term of 
agribusiness management of input, process, and output. In contrast with 
independent smallholder, who can not meet the optimum production of oil palm 
plantations. 
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