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Abstract  

This was a descriptive research. The specific objective of this research was to 

find out the ability of the second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in reading 

comprehension. The research was conducted in the academic year of 2012 / 2013 at 

SMPN 1 Cerenti. It is located on Jalan Raya Cerenti. The data of this research was 

collected from March to April 2013. In this study, the researcher took the sample by 

using cluster sampling. Before the test was administered to the students, the 

researcher did a try out to the 30 students of VIII5 class to find out the validity and 

reliability of the test. After validating the instrument, the real test was administered to 

the students. The subjects of this research were 30 students of class VIII5. After 

collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the result to find out the ability of the 

second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in reading comprehension. The ability of the 

students was analyzed trough five components:  finding main ideas, finding factual 

information, finding the meaning of vocabulary in context, identifying references, and 

identifying inferences. 

Keyword: Ability, Reading, Reading Comprehension 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Teaching of reading in junior high school involves the above skill and some sub 

skills as it is mentioned in the school curriculum (KTSP): finding the main idea, 

identifying supporting details, identifying referent, identifying inference and guessing 

vocabulary from context. 
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Reading is a subject that needs more time to understand. Sometimes, students 

have difficulties in comprehending the text; for example when they face unfamiliar 

words. This might be caused by the fact that they do not know the essential 

information needed to understand a word, including how a word is combined with 

other words. Whereas, the teacher has carried out the appropriate techniques in 

teaching reading, and also the strategy. In many schools, either in junior high school 

or senior high school, when they have final examination or Ujian Nasional (UN), 

45 % of the test is about reading comprehension. It can be inferred that reading takes 

big portion.  

The main goal of reading is to gain comprehension or ability to find the 

meaning and be able to answer the questions based on reading text. The ability to 

comprehend something from reading materials for students who learn a foreign 

language needs to be improved in order to enable them to get used to the reading 

process and give them enough time to develop their ability.  

Based on the syllabus, the second years students of SMPN 1 Cerenti have 

learned the sub skills in reading such as finding the main idea, identifying  supporting 

details, guessing vocabulary from context, identifying referent, and identifying 

inference. And the students also learned some text types in reading comprehension; 

such as: narrative, recount and descriptive texts. 

There are some components of reading comprehension which should be 

focused on comprehending a reading text. The components of reading according to 

King and Stanley (1989:330) are:  

1. Finding factual information. 

Factual information requires the readers to scan specific details. There are 

many types of question of factual information such as question of factual 

information such as question type of reason, purpose, result, comparison, 

mean, identify, time, and amount in which most of the answer can be found 

in the text. 

2. Finding main idea.  

Main idea is the main topic that is being discussed in a paragraph. Finding 

main idea is not always in the first sentence, it can be in the middle or in the 

last sentence of the paragraph. Main idea will help students to guess what the 

paragraph is about.  

3. Finding the meaning of vocabulary in context. 

 It means that the students could develop his/her guessing ability to the word 

which is not familiar with him/her by relating the meaning of the unfamiliar 

words in the text that is read.  
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4. Reference  

 Reference word is repeating the same word or phrase several times, after it 

has been used, students can usually refer to it rather than repeat it. Reference 

words will help students to understand the reading text. Reference words are 

usually short and very frequently pronouns, such as she, he, it, they, this, 

her/him, and many others. 

5. Inference 

The important thing is needed in reading is understanding. The researcher, 

however does not write out everything, he expects the reader to understand.  

Researcher use language efficiently and recognize what can be inferred from 

their sentence. In order words, an efficient reader is able to understand those 

implications. 

The researcher chose these types of text because they are always found in the 

reading comprehension test for the junior high school level. The researcher also 

focused on how well do the second year student of SMPN 1 Cerenti in 

comprehending narrative, recount and descriptive text. 

METHODOLOGY 

This was a descriptive research, which has only one variable that was the ability 

of the second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in reading comprehension. This 

research was administrated the data in order to get generalization or a conclusion of a 

certain population. Gay (1987) described that a descriptive research is also carried out 

to find out an answer to a question concerning the current status of the subject of the 

study. This research is designed to observe and interpret as objectively as possible the 

ability of the second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in reading comprehension. In 

this study, the researcher took the sample by using cluster sampling. In taking the 

sample, the researcher uses lottery technique. The researcher has five card, one of 

which is written with the word “sample”. The chairman of each class has to draw one 

card. The class that got the word “sample” becomes the sample of this research. Since 

the chairman of class VIII 5 got the word “sample”, it became the sample of the 

research. 

In this research, the writer collected the data using a multiple choice question 

test. It consists of 9 passages; each text has 5 question items and has been done by the 

students in 90 minutes that consist of 45 items. Each passage consists of 5 questions 

and one question has four options (A, B, C and D). The researcher asked them in 

reading comprehension.. According to Hughes (2003), one of the tests that can be set 

to give a test in reading comprehension is multiple choices because it is best suited to 

relatively infrequent of large number candidate. The texts for the instrument were 

taken from English Textbooks. 

Before the test was given to the students, the writer did try out on the second 

year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti. The try out was conducted to find out the validity 
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and reliability of the test. From the try out, the researcher knows the items which are 

too difficult or too easy. 

According to Heaton (1995:179), a test item is accepted is the result of index 

of difficulty falling between 0.30 and 0.70. But, if the score is less than 0.3 (too 

difficult) and over 0.7 (too easy), it means that they are rejected. 

 To calculate the reliability, the researcher finds the mean score and standard 

deviation. To find the mean of the test scores, the following formula is used: 

 

Where:  m = Mean score 

  ∑fx = The sum of respondents score 

  N    = Total number of students 

(Heaton, 1975:175) 

 To get the standard deviation of the scores, the researcher uses the following 

formula: 

 

Where: SD  = Standard deviation 

                     

  N   =  The number of the students 

(Heaton, 1975:170) 

 The reliability is a necessary characteristic of any good test. To be valid, a test 

must be reliable as a measured instrument. In order to find the reliability of the test, 

the following formula is used: 

 

Where: rii = The reliability of the whole test 

  N  = The number of items in the test 

  m  = The mean score on the test for all the test score 

  x   = The standard deviation of all 

  (Heaton , 1975:157) 

 The researcher analyzes the data obtained from the data collection techniques. 

The researcher uses descriptive research that is intended to describe current condition 

by collecting numerical data to answer the questions about current status of the object 
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of the study. Then, to classify the scores obtained by the students, the researcher has 

established five categories: Excellent, Good, Mediocre, Poor, Very poor. 

  After that, the researcher checked their answer and counted their correct 

answers. Then the researcher calculated the students’ individual score from the test by 

using this following formula: 

  

Where: 

M = Individual score 

X = Correct answer 

N = Number of items             

           Wayan and Sumartana (1986:76) 

Then, to make interpretation of the mean scores, the writer used scale of ability 

that was adapted by Harris in Romianna (2009:29) as follows: 

Scale of Ability Score 

81 – 100 Excellent 

61 – 80 Good 

41 – 60 Mediocre 

21 – 40 Poor 

0 – 20 Very poor 

  

 The percentage of the students who able to answer the test correctly is 

calculated by using the following formula: 

  

P = Percentage 

X = Number of frequency 

N = The Number of Respondents 

(Hatch & Farhady, 1982:43) 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The researcher conducted a try out the test to 30 students of SMPN 1 Cerenti 

class on March 26
th

 2013. The researcher tried out the test in order to find the validity 

and reliability of the test. 

According to Heaton (1995:179), a test item is accepted is the result of index 

of difficulty falling between 0.30 and 0.70. But, if the score is less than 0.3 (too 
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difficult) and over 0.7 (too easy), it means that they are rejected. In this research, 

there is one items was too easy (items number 1 ) and three item were too difficult 

(item number 10,28 and 33) 

According to (Heaton , 1975:157). The reliability is a necessary characteristic 

of any good test. To be valid, a test must be reliable as a measured instrument. In 

order to find the reliability of the test, we need to find out first the mean and the 

standard deviation. After obtaining the mean and standard deviation, the reliability 

was calculated.  

In this research, it was found that the mean of the score of the test is 24, the 

standard deviation is 8.17, and the reliability is 0.85. It means that the reliability of 

the test is high. After revising the test items, the researcher administered the real test 

to the students.  

The real test is conducted to 30 second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in 

class VIII5. After collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the result to find out the 

ability of the second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in reading comprehension. 

In order to find out the individual score of each student, the writer divided the 

number of the correct answers with the total number of items and then multiplied it 

by one hundred. The percentage of the students’ ability in reading comprehension can 

be seen in the table below. 

Table 1. 

The Percentage of the Students’ Ability in Reading Comprehension  

Rank Category Frequency Percentage Mean 

81-100 Excellent 5 16.67% 

57.27 

61-80 Good 5 16.67% 

41-60 Mediocre 13 46.66% 

21-40 Poor 5 13.33% 

0-20 Very Poor 2 9.99% 

Total 30 100% Mediocre 

 

 From table 1, it explain that 13 students (46.66%)  are in mediocre level. It 

means they have average ability in Reading Comprehension. There are 5 students 

(16.67%) in Excellent and 5 students (16.67%) in Good level, it means that they can 

comprehension the text well, and there are 5 students (13,33%) in poor level and 

there are 2 students (9.99%) in very poor. 

 The mean score of the second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in reading 

comprehension is 57.27 Therefore, it can be stated that the students’ mean score is at 

mediocre level. 
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 The Classification of the Students’ Ability in Reading Comprehension 

 After obtaining the individual scores of the students in reading comprehension  

based on the classification of question as stated in the blue print of the instrument, it 

is important to know the range score of the students’ ability in statistically. It shows 

as follow: 

Table 2 

The Students’ Scores Classification in Finding Factual  Information 

Rank Category Frequency Percentage Mean 

81-100 Excellent 5 16.67% 

54.43 

61-80 Good 7 23.33% 

41-60 Mediocre 9 30% 

21-40 Poor 6 20% 

0-20 Very Poor 3 9.99% 

Total 30 100% Mediocre 

 

 Table 2 shows that 5 students are in excellent level, 7 students are in good level, 

9 students are in mediocre level, 6 students are in poor level and 3 students are in 

very poor level. It can be inferred that half of the students can answers the question in 

finding factual information correctly while the rest of the students cannot answer the 

question well.  

 To know the mean score of the students, it is obtained using the following 

formula : 

 

 Based the mean score, the students’ ability in determining the meaning of words 

falls into the mediocre level. 

Table 3 

The Students’ Scores Classification in Main Ideas 

Rank Category Frequency Percentage Mean 

81-100 Excellent 3 16.67% 

52.58 

61-80 Good 9 23.33% 

41-60 Mediocre 8 30% 

21-40 Poor 7 23% 

0-20 Very Poor 3 9.99% 

Total 30 100% Mediocre 
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Table 3 shows that 3 students are in excellent level, 9 students are in good level, 8 

students are in mediocre level, 7 students are in poor level, and 3 students very poor 

level. It means that the students’ ability still need to be improved. The students ability 

in finding main ideas is still at the mediocre level. The mean score obtained by the 

students. 

 

Table 4 

The Students’ Scores Classification Finding Meaning of Vocabulary in Context 

Rank Category Frequency Percentage Mean 

81-100 Excellent 8 26.66% 

59.62 

61-80 Good 8 26.66% 

41-60 Mediocre 7 23.33% 

21-40 Poor 4 13.33% 

0-20 Very Poor 3 9.99% 

Total 30 100% Mediocre 

 

Table 4 show that 8 students are in excellent level, 8 students are in good level, 

7 students are in mediocre level, 4 students are in poor level and 3 students are in 

poor level. It clarifies that the students’ level in finding meaning of vocabulary in 

context is at the mediocre level. It is also implied from the mean score obtained by 

the students. 

 

Table 5 

The Students’ Scores Classification in Identifying References 

Rank Category Frequency Percentage Mean 

81-100 Excellent 10 33.33% 

57.40 

61-80 Good 6 20% 

41-60 Mediocre 7 23.33% 

21-40 Poor 4 13.33% 

0-20 Very Poor 3 9.99% 

Total 30 100% Mediocre 

 

Table 5 show that 10 students are in excellent level, 6 students are in good 

level, 7 students are in mediocre level, 4 students are in poor  level and 4 students are 

in very poor level. It means that more than half of the students have good ability 

identifying reference. It is proved by the mean score obtained by the students. 
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Table 6 

The Students’ Scores Classification in Identifying Inferences 

 

Rank Category Frequency Percentage Mean 

81-100 Excellent 6 20% 

55.17 
61-80 Good 7 23.33% 

41-60 Mediocre 8 26.66% 

21-40 Poor 5 16.66% 

0-20 Very Poor 4 13.33% 

Total 30 100% Mediocre 

 

Table 6 shows that 6 students are in excellent level, 7 students are in good level, 

8 students are in mediocre level, 5 students are in poor level and 4 students are in 

very poor level. It means that less than half of the students or about 13 students can 

answer the question well. On the other hand, 17 students cannot answer the question 

well ( they are at the mediocre, poor and very poor levels ). So, the students’ ability 

still need to be improved. The students’ ability in identifying inference is still at the 

mediocre level . it can be seen from the mean score obtained by the students. 

 

Table 7. The Students’ Ability in Reading Comprehension 

 

The Classification of Questions Average Score Level of Ability 

Finding Factual Information 54.43 mediocre 

Finding Main Idea 51.47 mediocre 

Finding the Meaning of Vocabulary in Context 59.62 mediocre 

Identifying References 57.40      mediocre 

Identifying of Inferences 55.17 Mediocre 

 

Table 7 shows that in general, the students’ ability in reading comprehension 

for each type of questions is at mediocre level. The average score in reading 

comprehension in terms of finding factual information is 54.43 (mediocre),  in terms 

of finding main ideas is 51.47 (mediocre), in terms of finding the meaning of 

vocabulary in context is 59.62 (mediocre), in terms of identifying references is 57.40 

(mediocre), and in terms of answering questions of inferences is 55.17 (mediocre). 

From the data on table 6, the students get the highest average score in finding 

meaning of vocabulary in context. Then the students get the lowest average score in 

finding inference  
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Table 8. The Students’ Ability in Reading Comprehension based on Text Type 

 

The Type of the Texts Average Score Ability Level 

Narrative text 62.89 Good 

Recount text 56.44 Mediocre 

Descriptive text 53.78 Mediocre 

 

Table 8 shows that the average score in comprehending discussion texts is 

62.89 (good), the average score in comprehending narrative texts is 56.44 (mediocre), 

and the average score in comprehending explanation text is 53.25 (mediocre). 

The researcher concluded that most difficult text type is descriptive text and 

the easiest text type is narrative text. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 The research has been conducted to find out the ability of the second year 

students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in reading comprehension From the presentation of the 

finding in chapter IV, the researcher draws some conclusions. From 30 students in 

table 1 shown that 5 students (16.67%) are in excellent level , 5 students (16.67%) are 

in good level, 13 students (46.66%) are in mediocre level, 5 students (13.33%) are in 

poor level and 2 students (9.99%) are in very poor level. The highest score obtained 

by the students was 86.58 while the lowest score was 17.76.  

 Second, the mean score of the students’ ability in reading comprehension was 

57.27. It means that the students’ ability in reading comprehension was in mediocre 

level, 

 Third, after analyzing the component of reading comprehension, the researcher 

found that: The mean score of the students in finding factual information is 54.43%. 

It is classified as mediocre level. The mean score of students in finding main idea is 

51.47%. It is also classified as mediocre level. The mean score of the students in 

finding meaning of vocabulary in context is 59.62%. It is classified as mediocre level. 

The mean score of the students in finding reference is 57.40%. It is also classified as 

mediocre level. And the last, the mean score of the students in finding inference is 

55.17%. From that result, the most difficult category in reading comprehension was 

finding main idea and the highest aspect was finding meaning of vocabulary in 

context category. 

 Fourth, based on the text type, the most difficult text types is descriptive text, 

with the average score is 53.78 (mediocre). Then the easier text type is Narrative text 

, with the average score is 62.89 (good)  
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SUGGESTIONS 

 After knowing the ability of the second year students of SMPN 1 Cerenti in 

reading comprehension, it shows that their ability at mediocre level. Therefore, the 

researcher would like to give suggestions. 

The first, considering that the students’ ability level in Reading comprehension  

is at mediocre level, the researcher suggests that the students should pay more 

attention to lean the five component of reading comprehension. The students 

themselves should have a good motivation to improve their reading comprehension. 

Second The teacher should give more information about how to do the reading 

test well and encourage them to do more practice in reading comprehension. It is 

better for the teacher to give and introduce a kind of reading material  which can be 

taken from various sources such as scientific books, journals, magazines, newspaper 

articles, academic speech or lectures, research report etc. So, the students will be 

familiar with the text. 

Finally, the researcher expects this research gives valuable contribution to the 

students, the teacher, and the readers in terms of reading comprehension which 

include five components: main idea, factual information, the meaning of vocabulary, 

reference, and inference.  
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